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Impostors of Christianity III
Past issues of these letters may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.

Today I want to continue with the theme that there are some attributes of Jesus that are essential for our understanding of whether or not we are being confronted with an impostor.  To recognize an impostor we must first know the real.  Remember that Paul gave us our reference verse in his second letter to the Corinthians (2Cor 11:4).
So far we have insisted upon the following for real Christianity:

1.) Jesus is and was God.  He did not become a god by living a “good” life.

2.) Jesus lived a perfect sinless life.  His sinlessness could then be put into the account of His chosen people.
3.) Jesus physically died on the cross and on that cross the sins of His chosen people were put into His account so that He specifically died for those sins.

4.) Jesus was physically resurrected from the dead as proof of the above.  The resulting double imputation (item 2 and 3) allows for my salvation from the wrath of God.

A fifth essential truth is that we worship one God.  The Father, The Son, and the Holy Spirit are all ONE.  This concept is called the Trinity and even though this particular word does not exist in Scripture, the concept is taught many times beginning with creation.
Gen 1:26 “Then God said, "Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; ….”
We read “Us” and “Our” above, which is plural.  All persons of the Trinity were involved in creation as we read below of the involvement of God, the Spirit, and Jesus:
Gen 1:1 “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.

Gen 1:2 And the earth was formless and void, and darkness was over the surface of the deep; and the Spirit of God was moving over the surface of the waters.”

John 1:3 “All things came into being by Him, and apart from Him nothing came into being that has come into being.”
There are many other instances of the Biblical use of all three persons of the Trinity including the “great commission” of Matt 18:19.  We also know that Jesus prayed to The Father (read John 17) so in some sense there was some type of separation between them.  We also know that Jesus sent the Holy Spirit to His disciples after His resurrection so there is some sort of connection and separation between Them. 
About the middle of the third century there was a heresy called modalism.  This concept resulted from a man wanting desperately to have a way of thinking of the Trinity.  He thought of the Trinity as God appearing to people at different times in different ways and obtained this meaning from Greek plays where an actor would wear a different mask for different parts in the play.  Modalism is not acceptable for many reasons and one obvious reason is that such a concept has Jesus talking to Himself when He prays to the Father.  The entities are different but the same!  Another error appeared when Arius (ca AD 300) tried to separate the Three by assigning an order of divinity among the three: the Father is holier than the Son and the Son is holier than the Holy Spirit.  But if Jesus is not fully divine then His death is not sufficient for our salvation.  Most errors appear when people do not want to ascribe the fully divine nature to Jesus, the man.  

Many books have been written trying to explain the Trinity, but none of them is successful since this concept is too far beyond our understanding.  If you want an excellent treatise on The Trinity, try reading “The Trinity” by Saint Augustine.  It took him over 15 years to write the book!  It would take me longer to read it!  Personally I prefer to not strain my mind over a concept that I know I will never understand in my present condition.  Then why do we insist on such a concept for real Christianity?  Because Jesus insisted on the concept, I am in good company in such insistence: John 10:30 “I and the Father are one.”  Of course, His insistence that He was God was what the Jews took as blasphemy and a cause of His crucifixion.  Jesus was not just a great prophet, He was and is God.  
The Trinity seems separate in some instances and together in others:

John 14:26 “But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance all that I said to you.”

Eph 1:20 “which He brought about in Christ, when He raised Him from the dead, and seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly places,”

We will talk in some detail about the Holy Spirit later but for now we need to just understand that we worship one God in three persons: God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit.  Our salvation and our life work all depend upon the Trinity:

1Peter 1:2 “according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, by the sanctifying work of the Spirit, that you may obey Jesus Christ and be sprinkled with His blood: May grace and peace be yours in fullest measure.”

Matt 28:19 “Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit,”

A four-fold understanding may also help us in this concept: God is one in essence (being), three in person, cooperative in function, and ordered in authority. It also is best for us to remember:

Deut 29:29 “The secret things belong to the Lord our God, but the things revealed belong to us and to our sons forever, that we may observe all the words of this law.”
We have enough information about God and His ways to keep us all busy every day as we strive to live as He desires us to live.
